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Acknowledgement of Country

Wodonga Federation of Government Schools acknowledges the Aboriginal people who are the 
Traditional Custodians of the Land. We would also like to pay respect to their elders past, 
present and emerging. We extend that respect to other Aboriginal Australians who may be present at 
the conference. We would like to acknowledge that this conference is being held on Dhudhuroa land 
and recognise the strength, resilience and capacity of Aboriginal people. 
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Contents Welcome

Welcome to this year's Wodonga Federation of Government Schools' Conference. This is the 
Federation's fourth conference and it will certainly be different to our other conferences. 

The 2020 Wodonga Federation of Government Schools' conference will be held virtually. 
All staff will be able to connect inidividually from their school to the keynote speaker, their 
chosen two workshops and the closing session. Morning tea and lunch will be provided in 
each school site. 

While the conference will be a little different (a bit like 2020 as a whole) it will still provide an 
opportunity for you to engage in high-quality professional development, collaborate with 
colleagues from other schools and to expand your professional knowledge.

Allyson Dixon
Baranduda Primary School

Jamie Gay 
Belvoir Special Development School

David Whitehead
North East Flexible Learning Network

Ben Slocombe
Melrose Primary School

Maree Cribbes
Wodonga Middle Years College

Damian Duncan
Wodonga Primary School

Cassandra Walters
Wodonga Senior Secondary College

Clint Eckhardt
Wodonga South Primary School

Jocelyn Owen
Wodonga West Children's Centre

Vern Hilditch
Wodonga Middle Years College & 
Wodonga Senior Secondary College
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Workshop Selection 
Go to: 
http://www.wodonga.vic.edu.au/conference2020/

Workshop selections close Friday June 26 2020.

Conference Venue
All staff will attend the conference virtually from 
their employing school.

Break Times
Morning tea and lunch will be served in your staff 
room. We'd ask that you collect one of the 
inidividual packs and find a nice place to have 
morning tea and lunch. 

Delivery of Conference
Links will be sent to you for the Opening Session, 
Closing Session and the two workshops you 
register for. All links will be live 5 minutes prior to 
the start time.

Conference Website 
For the latest information on the Conference pre 
and post the event visit: 

http://www.wodonga.vic.edu.au/conference2020/

Evaluating the Federation Conference
We would like to know what you thought of the 
conference: what worked well, what did not and 
how we might make the next one even better.

Here is how you can let us know:
• Complete our online survey available at 
https://bit.ly/3gmdAdw

General Information

     

http://www.wodonga.vic.edu.au/conference2020/
http://www.wodonga.vic.edu.au/conference2020/
https://bit.ly/3gmdAdw
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General Information
Keynote Speakers

Opening Session
Learning, Wellbeing and the Developing Brain
Gregory Donoghue, PhD Candidate, University of Melbourne
Knowledge about the brain, when applied well, can inform and assist teachers in their craft – but 
when applied poorly, can lead to hype, misinformation and lost opportunities for our students.

So how can educators tell the difference between neuro-nonsense, and reliable, solid 
neuroscientific evidence?  

This keynote will address this question by describing some of the most important insights about 
the neuroscience of learning and wellbeing, that have provided a unique approach to education.  
Neuroeducation has both confirmed what good teachers already know, but has also identified 
new approaches to learning and wellbeing.

In this presentation, the most effective findings of neuroeducation will be applied directly to 
professional practice. By understanding how the human brain develops over the life span, 
educators are able to better understand children’s learning behaviours, and can apply 
evidence-based interventions that are highly effective for both academic learning and wellbeing.
Attendees will learn the essential concepts of what learning is through a neurological lens, the 
major stages in brain development, and practical and conceptual models that they can apply 
directly in classroom and clinical practice – including application of the emerging field of the 
Neuroscience of Narrative.

Closing Session 
Group Genius: The Creative Power of Collaboration 
Glenn Capelli

How to connect smart teams using Creative, Analytical, Practical and Emotional Smarts. 

Group Genius challenges the belief of creativity being only a solo skill and shows how to be more 
creative in collaborative settings: how to create on-going learning environments. Collaboration is 
not a ‘given’ and takes more than just asking a group ‘are there any questions?’

The creative power of collaboration enables and empowers diversity/unity; empathy/challenge and 
changes group dynamics for the better. The qualities that empower Group Genius are the qualities 
that enable long lasting relationships, exciting innovation and resilient playfulness with 
communication including:
• Dissolving Barriers 
• The Cynicism/Scepticism Distinction
• How to have people ‘C’

 Glenn Capelli helps us explore that ‘Together’ is a skill and Group Genius is this skill at its best.
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Conference Program

8.15 - 8.45 Set Up and Log In
9.00 - 9.15 Official Welcome

Acknowledgement of Country
9.15 - 10.00 Opening Session

Greg Donoghue PhD
Learning, Wellbeing and the Developing Brain

10.00 - 10.30 Morning tea
10.30 - 12.00 Workshop Session 1
12.00 - 12.45 Lunch
12.45 - 2.15 Workshop Session 2
2.30 - 3.30 Closing Session

Glenn Capelli
Group Genius: The Creative Power of Collaboration

Morning Workshops 1(a) - 1(r)
10.30 - 12.00

Workshop Title
1(a) Flow with Glenn Capelli
1(b) Effective Communication
1(c) Managing Mental Health at Work
1(d) Emotional Intelligence
1(e) Maintaining Relevant School Libraries
1(f) Flipped Learning
1(g) Introduction to Supporting Students with Diverse Learning Needs 
1(h) Making Policy and Privacy Work at Your School
1(i) Co-regulation: Strategies to Strengthen Communities of Learning in Classrooms During and 
      Beyond a Crisis
1(j) School’s In for Refugees
1(k) Mastering Differentiation: Transforming Assessment and Learning
1(l) Engaging Contemporary Learners with Contemporary Practice (Years 2 – 8)
1(m) Literacy Teaching Toolkit - Primary
1(n) Critical & Creative Thinking
1(o) The Feedback Model that Empowers Students
1(p) Be You: Supporting Student Wellbeing in the Online Space - Secondary Schools
1(q) Learning & Wellbeing Strategies for Children & Young People
1(r) Reading Interventions – What Really Works for Students with Intellectual Disability

Please select one workshop per time slot 
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Conference Program
Conference Program

12.00 - 12.45 Lunch

Afternoon Workshops 2(a) - 2(s)
12.45 - 2.15

Workshop Title
2(a) Influencing and Engaging your School Community
2(b) Resilience and Work Life Balance
2(c) Managing Challenging Situations
2(d) Inspirational Library Reinvigoration
2(e) Classdojo
2(f) Metacognition: Evidence for Learning 
2(g) Six Strategies for Making Learning Stick – What Cognitive Science Can Teach Us!
2(h) STEM: Aviation & Rocketry
2(i) Social Stories - What, When & How To
2(j) Wriggle Butts, Chair Swingers & Pen Clickers: Understanding the Role of Movement in 
      Self- Regulation
2(k) Global Citizenship/Active Citizenship – Practise Principal 8 of teaching and learning and 
       foundation of improvement
2(l) Classroom Strategies Supporting Recovery
2(m) High Impact Metacognitive Strategies
2(n) Using Problem Solving and Mathematical Investigation to Promote Critical Thinking 
       (Years 2 – 8)
2(o) Literacy Teaching Toolkit - Secondary
2(p) The Feedback Model that Empowers Students
2(q) Be You: Supporting Student Wellbeing in the Online Space - Primary Schools
2(r) Supporting Writing Success for Students with Intellectual Disability
2(s) Transition Times Don’t Have to Be Tricky – Especially with Visual Supports!

16.00 - 16.05 Evaluation
Log onto:  https://bit.ly/3gmdAdw

2.30 - 3.30 Closing Session
Glenn Capelli
Group Genius: The Creative Power of Collaboration

https://bit.ly/3gmdAdw
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Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00

1(a) Flow with Glenn Capelli
Glenn Capelli
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

What makes an experience genuinely satisfying is a state of consciousness called flow. A journey into 
the Eight Factors of Sustainable Peak Performance. Learn how to create environments that encourage 
prosperity, improve productivity and growth.

1(b) Effective Communication
Time2talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

Effective communication forms the basis of successful relationships, and involves more than speaking or 
listening well. To communicate effectively you must adapt in response to particular people and situations 
and this requires a willingness to develop your self-awareness and people skills over time. This course 
will equip you with the skills to communicate with confidence and improve your workplace relationships 
through an increased understanding of yourself and others.

1(c) Managing Mental Health at Work
Time2talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

This workshop is designed to assist participants to build skills enabling them to identify and effectively 
manage potential mental health conditions within the workplace. Participants will also gain strategies for 
communicating with team members that present with mental health challenges. The workshop will give 
participants clear expectations of their roles in dealing with behaviour, and the ‘when and how’ to seek 
the extra help and support that may be required to get through these situations. Strategies will be gained 
to break the stigma of mental health and increase empathy and productivity in the workplace.
1(d) Emotional Intelligence
Time2talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

This workshop focuses on providing participants with the ability to have greater self-awareness and in 
turn self-management strategies to improve their effectiveness. It evaluates the set of skills that define 
how effectively people perceive, understand, reason with and manage their own feelings and the 
feelings of others around them, enabling them to be more socially aware and confident to build stronger 
business relationships.

1(e) Maintaining Relevant School Libraries
Kevin Hennah
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

Join Library Consultant Kevin Hennah for a dynamic presentation which provides countless initiatives to 
drive usage and bolster the relevance of school libraries. Covering both design and reinvigorations, 
emphasis will be placed on ideas that support curriculum and can be driven by library staff. Advice will 
be supported by impressive usage stats from schools that have implemented Kevin Hennah’s advice and 
a showcase of dozens of inspirational library makeovers he has worked on internationally.
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Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00
Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00

1(f) Flipped Learning
Andrew McAlindon
Suggested Audience: Educators 

• Understand the link between cognitive load and classroom learning.
• Understand ways to incorporate flipped pedagogies in a variety of curriculum areas, based on current 

research practices.
• Develop practical skills and knowledge of resources to assist in flipping classroom
     learning environments.

1(h) Making Policy and Privacy Work at Your School
Department of Education and Training
Suggested Audience: All Staff 

In this session, you’ll hear from two key areas within the Department. The Operational Policy, Support 
and Engagement team will demonstrate how the new Policy and Advisory Library (PAL) makes it easier 
for schools to access and use Departmental policy and guidance. This will be followed by a deep dive 
into the world of privacy, as the Privacy team explores key issues and insights into information handling 
in schools, including activities and case studies for discussion, with lots of time for questions. 

1(i) Co-regulation: Strategies to Strengthen Communities of Learning in Classrooms During and 
Beyond a Crisis
Berry Street
Suggested Audience: Educator 

During the COVID-19 crisis, stress levels are heightened for all of us. While much about teaching 
changes, there is an opportunity for teachers to respond through co-regulation – supporting students 
out of the chaos of the world and into the relative calm, care, and consistency of the learning 
environment. Grace Langton and Jack Greig from the Berry Street Education Model team will be hosting 
a workshop based on the science and practice of co-regulating classrooms. The workshop will offer a 
series of routines and strategies for co-regulation that can be adapted to both online and physical 
learning environments, to support student wellbeing and continued learning during and beyond 
challenging times. They will be sharing classroom strategies and resources informed by research and 
their experience working with schools around Australia.

1(g) Introduction to Supporting Students with Diverse Learning Needs 
Rachel Carr
Suggested Audience: All Staff

Focussing on intellectual disability and its associated diagnoses, this presentation will explore the 
common characteristics and a range of strategies, tools and resources for providing support. Topics to 
be explored will include visual vs verbal memory, fine and gross motor skills, sensory processing, and 
communication. 
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Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00

1(k) Mastering Differentiation: Transforming Assessment and Learning 
Georgina Pazzi
Suggested Audience: Educators

Discover the 5 essential keys to successful differentiation. Explore differentiated assessment 
opportunities that cater for student needs and provide essential data to improve learning and enhance 
PLCs. Experience differentiated learning strategies that engage all students to achieve success in a 
learning environment with high expectations.

1(l) Engaging Contemporary Learners with Contemporary Practice (Years 2 – 8) 
Catherine Attard
Suggested Audience: Educators

Student engagement with mathematics is essential for learning to occur, yet often we are challenged to 
find ways to meaningfully engage students at cognitive, operative, and affective levels. In this workshop, 
the Framework for Engagement with Mathematics (FEM) will be presented. This research-based 
framework will be explored and illustrated via a range of engaging and hands-on mathematical tasks 
using a range of resources. Participants will investigate the tasks and discuss how they engage and 
provide opportunities for differentiation and assessment. The use of digital technologies to engage 
students will also feature in this workshop and a new framework for the integration of technology, the 
Technology Integration Pyramid, will be introduced. 

1(m) Literacy Teaching Toolkit – Primary
Department of Education
Suggested Audience: Primary School - Inclusive of all learning areas

We are proud to provide this session on the online Victorian Literacy Teaching Toolkit in collaboration 
with DET and our regional office staff. This session is designed to help you navigate the online Toolkits 
and also unpack the disciplinary literacy relevant to major content areas with accessible and intuitive 
resources and strategies. The workshops will explore literacy demands for all teachers in any subjects 
following the mantra we are all teachers of literacy. 

1(n) Critical & Creative Thinking
Brendan Jackson
Suggested Audience: Educators

The Critical & Creative Thinking workshop will explore practical ways of incorporating the Victorian 
Curriculum Capability into classroom pedagogy and assessment. The workshop will explore why Critical 
& Creative Thinking is vital, and how to best navigate the scope and sequence to improve students 
Critical & Creative Thinking skills. Effective methods of embedding both formative and summative 
assessment of Critical & Creative Thinking into pedagogy are explored.

1(j) School’s In for Refugees
The Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture Inc.
Suggested Audience: All Staff

This  session will help participants explore the impact of the refugee experience on children, young 
people and their families and in particular its impact on students’ engagement, well-being and 
achievement at school. It will also introduce participants to Foundation House’s trauma recovery 
framework and show how this can guide a whole school approach to improving student outcomes. 
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Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00
Morning Workshops 10.30 - 12.00

1(o) The Feedback Model that Empowers Students
AVID
Suggested Audience: Educators

Effective feedback leads to positive changes in teaching and learning practices, and significant 
improvements in student outcomes. 

The evidenced based model for thinking about feedback by Hattie & Timperley (2007) address three 
important questions.

• Where am I going?(Feedup) 
• How am I going? (Feedback) 
• Where to Next? (Feedforward)
 
In this session you will reflect on your own  feedback practices. You will learn how to provide effective 
feedback that empowers students to be active participants in their own learning.

1(p) Be You: Supporting Student Wellbeing in the Online Space - Secondary Schools
Headspace
Suggested Audience: Secondary Schools

This session shares the context of the Be You Mental Health Initiative, its free resources and tools 
available for all educators, including the Mental Health Continuum and the Behaviour, Emotions, Thoughts, 
Learning and Social observation tool. Focus will be on the Early Support Domain and an 
exploration of how to notice changes, inquire and navigate conversations safely as well as provide 
support to our students.  We will also highlight the importance of staff self-care, especially important 
during our current climate.  We will also discuss the supports Be You has when managing risk in 
Secondary Schools and our Postvention Planning opportunities. 

1(q) Learning & Wellbeing Strategies for Children & Young People
Greg Donoghue PhD
Suggested Audience: Educators

Educational neuroscience – and its parent, the Science of Human Learning – have provided a powerful 
and unique line-up of evidence-based strategies that are known to enhance learning and wellbeing in 
our children. In this workshop, attendees will be provided with detailed descriptions of these strategies, 
the evidence that supports them, and will have the opportunity to practice some of them in a safe 
environment – all with explanations of the brain developments that underlie student learning and 
wellbeing. 

1(r) Reading Interventions – What Really Works for Students with Intellectual Disability?
Amanda Corby
Suggested Audience: All

This presentation will address various methods commonly used to teach reading and discuss which are 
most beneficial for students with intellectual disabilities. The session will present a balance of research, 
theory and experience with a focus on the practical aspects of teaching reading in a classroom 
environment.  
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Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15

2(a) Influencing and Engaging your School Community
Time2Talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff

Strong influencing and engagement skills are key to success both at work and in life outside of the work-
place. Knowing not only what to say but how to say it is a skill required for successfully communicating and 
influencing for positive business outcomes. Many people struggle to ask for what they need and walk away 
from interactions asking themselves “What just happened?” This workshop is designed to give participants 
strategies and tools for influencing stakeholders within the school community.
2(b) Resilience and Work Life Balance
Time2Talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff

Today’s workplace is hectic, fast paced and demanding. Organisations are asking people to “do more with 
less”, “work smarter” and be agile enough to “just do what the business needs”. Change is rapid, and team 
members and leaders alike are being asked to quickly transition from one activity to another whilst being 
held more accountable than ever before. This workshop gives participants the skills, tools and strategies to 
manage their energy, focus, increase their productivity and resilience at home and at work.
2(c) Managing Challenging Situations
Time2Talk
Suggested Audience: All Staff

Dealing with difficult and ‘not so happy’ stakeholders can be challenging with individuals required to man-
age their own emotions, those of relevant stakeholders, and deal with the added stress of how interactions 
may impact on their organisations reputation. This program will equip you with skills and techniques for 
effectively handling all types of difficult/challenging situations. Strategies for keeping composure under 
pressure, creating positive outcomes, and maintaining good relationships will be provided.
2(d) Inspiration Library Reinvigoration
Kevin Hennah
Suggested Audience: All Staff

Costs may not be huge, but ideas will be abundant as Kevin Hennah finishes the day with easy to 
implement, big ideas that can be implemented on a limited budget. Display, promotion and the overall 
presentation of school libraries is put under a spotlight as Kevin presents fresh, innovative ways to 
reinvigorate the image of school libraries and prove that creativity can be more powerful than funding!
2(e) Classdojo 
Jan Johnson
Suggested Audience: Educators

Classdojo is all about engaging your community, encouraging student voice, acknowledging behaviour, 
effort and achievement. Dojo lifts the standard in parent communication to a whole new level with class 
story, video, photos, portfolios and messaging available. Social and emotional learning are addressed 
through short animated video lessons and discussions which can also be sent home. 
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Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15
Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15

350 

2(f) Metacognition: Evidence for Learning
Nicole Jasinowicz
Suggested Audience: Educators

WSSC has been the recipient of a scholarship through the William Buckland Foundation to have support 
with the Evidence for Learning team and University of Queensland to develop and implement a metacog-
nition plan for WSSC. This workshop will present the latest research on metacognition applicable for any 
teacher Foundation to 12 and our implementation plan and work up to this time. We will provide a mix of 
hands on activities and theory, with strategies a teacher can take back with them for any age and teaching 
level. 
2(g) Six Strategies for Making Learning Stick – What Cognitive Science Can Teach Us! 
Brendon Peisley - Wodonga Primary School
Suggested Audience: Educators

Have you ever wondered why students haven’t remembered something that you thought you taught well? 
Have you ever  found it a challenge to move your students from a surface to deep understanding? Join me 
at this hands-on workshop to discover six practical strategies that cognitive science has shown to maximise 
student learning and improve retention. 

2(h) STEM: Aviation & Rocketry 
Andrew McAlindon
Suggested Audience: Educators

The STEM: Aviation and Rocketry workshop will focus on how to develop a multi-disciplined STEM 
curriculum into your school, using both aviation and rocketry as a context. The aviation context will cover 
the use of student-built model aircraft to test and apply the principles of aerodynamics in order to better 
understand the wide range of STEM principles related to flight. The rocketry context will cover the use 
of student-built model rockets to provide real-world context to a variety of mathematical and scientific 
principles.
2(i) Social Stories - What, When & How To
Teagan Gay - Belvoir Special School
Suggested Audience: Educators and Classroom Education Support Staff

The workshop will cover the what, when and how to of social story development as well as look at some 
already developed social stories as reference. The workshop will also touch on the importance of using 
visuals in day-to-day practices. 
2(j) Wriggle Butts, Chair Swingers & Pen Clickers: Understanding the Role of Movement in Self- 
Regulation
Berry Street
Suggested Audience: Educators and Classroom Education Support Staff

Students vary in their ability to self regulate and manage the stressors of classroom learning.  We see that 
while one child may have difficulty sitting down during learning time, another may stay still during their 
time playing outside. The Berry Street Education Model offers strategies that can support all children to 
build their capacity to self regulate.  Grace Langton and Jack Greig from the Berry Street Education Model 
team will be hosting an interactive and enjoyable workshop that explores the role of movement, play, fun 
and humour in the classroom. The online module will be interactive and will cover: ‘Bottom up’ strategies



14

Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15

2(k) Global Citizenship/Active Citizenship – Practise Principal 8 of Teaching and Learning and 
Foundation of Improvement
Simmi Kaur -Wodonga Senior Secondary College
Suggested Audience: Educators 

This workshop will cover the range of pedagogical approaches in understanding the learner and society 
needs and what role teachers can play to develop global citizens. We will explore and develop coherent 
understanding and need of Global citizenship, apparent ‘apathy’ in teaching and learning, attributes of 
a global citizen and strategies for successful implementation in the classroom for teachers working with 
students from diverse backgrounds. Teachers will also get a list of ideas, resources for further support 
and guidance in implementing Principal 8 “Global Citizenship” in everyday lessons to achieve better 
student outcomes. This conference will also provide an awareness of our interconnectedness with people 
and environments around the globe and their contribution to a global society and economy. 

2(l) Classroom Strategies Supporting Recovery
The Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture Inc.
Suggested Audience: All Staff

This session will build on an understanding of how the refugee experience impacts on children and 
young people and how this impacts on school engagement and learning. It will provide teachers with 
effective teaching practices and interventions to implement in the classroom.
2(m) High Impact Metacognitive Strategies 
Georgina Pazzi
Suggested Audience: Educators 

Engage in practical metacognitive strategies and work examples you can use to support diverse 
learners within your teaching context. Recognise the important relationship between metacognition and 
self-regulation and how they influence data. Use evidence based multimodal tools and resources to 
continually improve learning and wellbeing. 

2(m) Using Problem Solving and Mathematical Investigation to Promote Critical Thinking 
(Years 2 – 8)
Catherine Attard 
Suggested Audience: Educators 

Although problem solving is a central element of the Australian Curriculum it doesn’t always play a 
central role in mathematics lessons. In this workshop participants will explore why problem solving is so 
important and how it can be implemented in lessons on a regular basis. Participants will engage with a 
range of problems and will then progress to rich mathematical investigations and context-based 
mathematical inquiry. 

to provide soothing and calm; Physical Movement and Activity for school or home-based learning and 
Strategies for incorporating humour and playfulness for neuroplasticity and self-regulation.  
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Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15
Afternoon Workshops 12.45 - 2.15

2(o) Literacy Teaching Toolkit – Secondary
Department of Education
Suggested Audience: Year 7 to 10 Educators - Inclusive of all learning areas

We are proud to provide this session on the online Victorian Literacy Teaching Toolkit in collaboration with 
DET and our regional office staff. This session is designed to help you navigate the online Toolkits and also 
unpack the disciplinary literacy relevant to major content areas with accessible and intuitive resources and 
strategies. The workshops will explore literacy demands for all teachers in any subjects following the man-
tra we are all teachers of literacy. 

2(p) The Feedback Model that Empowers Students
AVID
Suggested Audience: Educators

Effective feedback leads to positive changes in teaching and learning practices, and significant 
improvements in student outcomes. 

The evidenced based model for thinking about feedback by Hattie & Timperley (2007) address three 
important questions.
• Where am I going?(Feedup) 
• How am I going? (Feedback) 
• Where to Next? (Feedforward) 
In this session you will reflect on your own  feedback practices. You will learn how to provide effective 
feedback that empowers students to be active participants in their own learning
2(q) Be You: Supporting Student Wellbeing in the Online Space - Primary Schools
Headspace
Suggested Audience: Primary Schools

This session shares the context of the Be You Mental Health Initiative, its free resources and tools available 
for all educators, including the Mental Health Continuum and the Behaviour, Emotions, Thoughts, Learning 
and Social observation tool. Focus will be on the Early Support Domain and an exploration of how to notice 
changes, inquire and navigate conversations safely as well as provide support to our students.  We will also 
highlight the importance of staff self-care, especially important during our current climate. 

2(r) Supporting Writing Success for Students with Intellectual Disability 
Amanda Corby
Suggested Audience: All

This presentation will examine recent research addressing this topic as well as providing practical 
strategies, activities and resources. The needs of learners of all ages and abilities will be addressed with 
topics including- fine motor development, pre-writing skills, handwriting, spelling, sentence construction, 
independent writing, accommodations and assistive technologies. 
2(s) Transition Times Don’t Have to Be Tricky – Especially with Visual Supports!  
Rachel Carr
Suggested Audience: All

Transitions between tasks, activities and environments make up a significant part of our day but don’t 
always go smoothly. This session examines the benefits of visual tools for students with intellectual 
disability and explores a range of considerations, strategies and tools to make transitions easier for 
everyone. 
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About the Federation
Wodonga Federation of Government Schools is 
a locally led strategic collaboration that 
enhances and supports a variety of 
learning and developmental pathways for 60% 
of Wodonga’s school-aged children and young 
people. 

Member schools formalised their commitment 
to the Federation in August 2016 by signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding which outlines 
how the schools will work together within the 
governance arrangements. 

The Federation consists of eight government 
schools - Wodonga Senior Secondary College 
(including Wodonga Flexible Learning Centre), 
Wodonga Middle Years College, Baranduda 
Primary School (PS), Melrose PS, Wodonga 
South PS, Wodonga West PS, Wodonga PS  and 
Belvoir Special School in the local government 
area of Wodonga. Member schools have a 
combined Student Family Occupation score 
(SFO) of 0.5872.

Each member school shares a commitment 
to the principles of education as outlined in 
the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 
Sect 12.2. In particular, ensuring guaranteed 
universal access to education for all children 
and young people.

The Federation works collaboratively to 
achieve its goals through:

• Maintaining a shared vision and working 
in unison.

• Mobilising resources, knowledge and 
     expertise to support what works.
• Sharing accountability and creating 
     opportunities for all children and young
     people. 
• Enabling and enhancing strategies       

that work.
• Advocating for equity and policy/practice 

improvement and investments. 

Contributes over 

$53 million to 
the local economy

students attend a 
Federation School in 
Wodonga

51.5%
of students are male

48.5% 
of students are female

6.7%
Of students 
identify as 
Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islander 

31.5%
live in single 
parent families

5 Primary Schools
1 Middle Years College
1 Senior Secondary 
College 
1 Special School
1 Flexible Learning 
Centre

3.4%speak a 
language 
other than 
English at 
home

W
O

RK
FO

RC
E

4318

Federation Profile

350
Teachers

190
Non-teaching 
staff

7.6%

of students have a 
disability

3.6%
of students 

are born 
overseas

Data from MySchool and CASES 21



17

About the Federation
2019 Federation Highlights

Teach the Teacher
Student leaders from their 

respective schools delivered a 
professional development 

session for their teachers on an 
issue affecting students. 

Federation schools undertook the 
Teach the Teacher training 

together.

Federation Conference
Teaching and non-teaching staff 
from all the Federation schools 

attended the Federation's 
Conference. A keynote speaker and 

40 workshops were delivered 
during the event. Access to 

high quality professional learning 
locally was a highlight.

Digital Literacy
Federation schools established the 
Digital Creators Community and 
purchased specialised hardware 
to share amongst the Federation 

schools. These resources will create 
opportunities for students to 

interact and innovate. 

Good Governance
Action groups, policies and 

initiatives have been developed and 
implemented across the Federation 
to assist with school management 
and administration. These include 
VRQA & Child Safe compliance, 

Passtab and Student Voice.   

Multi-School Staffing
To further enhance the level of 

cooperation between Federation 
schools, staff took advantage of 

the Multi-School Staff Professional 
Learning Programs which allows 
staff a year to teach in another 

Federation school.

Future Leaders Program
Aspiring leaders within the 
Federation participated in a 

semester long leadership and career 
development program. This involved 

specialised professional 
development sessions and 

shadowing of a current 
Assistant Principal or Principal. 

Celebrating Our Schools
The Federation celebrated our 

inclusive schools through students 
showcasing the opportunities they 
have to reach their full potential in 
music, arts, sports, science etc. at 

our schools. 
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Federation Board 
Provides Strategic Direction, 
Community Engagement, 
Resource Recommendations, 
Performance and 
Accountability 

Advisory Committee 
Provides advice to the Board 
on technical, implementation 
and broad policy issues. The 
committee also provides 
guidance and direction to the 
Action Groups and oversees 
the implementation of 
decisions made by the Board. 

Action Groups
The Federation consists of a 
number of action groups - Data, 
 Wellbeing, Productivity, Policy and 
Student Voice. Working 
together, they share resources, 
expertise, curriculum, data and best 
practice for evidence informed 
action.   

How We Are Structured

Current Priorities 
The work of the Federation is optimising learning and 
developmental outcomes for children and young people in 
Wodonga. The following is a list of some of our major projects: 
• Common online visitor and contractor management system
• Shared data management system
• Shared policies
• Federation Conference 2019
• Teach the Teacher 
• Digital Technology 
• Out of school activities
• Celebrating our schools and students

Wodonga Federation of Government Schools 

Board Members

Wodonga Federation of
Government Schools
Collectively the same, uniquely differentF

About the Federation
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TAFE

Brendan 
Baxter
Baxter 

Concrete
Deputy Chair

Martin 
Butcher
Disability 

Information 
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Service

Guinever 
Threlkeld
LaTrobe 

University
Chair


